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Introduction

The Association’s secretary,  Mitali Zakaria introduced and welcomed members to the Association’s 35th AGM. Tabled were the agenda for today’s meeting and minutes of last year’s AGM. 

1. Approval of the minutes of AGM on 

Minutes of the AGM on 14.11.24 were approved and no corrections were offered.

2. Matters arising

There were no matters arising.

3. Retirement of Committee Member

The Committee wishes to thank the retiring committee members for their hard work and time over many years. 

· Somia Siddiq
· Catherine Heyworth KC

Special thanks to Somia for all her hard work and efforts on the committee. Her hard work and dedication to the ALC has been exceptional.


4a Election of Committee Officers

We were delighted to receive nine applications for the two posts available on the Executive Committee. 
Claire Burton (Zoe Fleetwood)
Claire Longland (Hannah Perry)
Elizabeth Cape Cowens - solicitor, Duncan Lewis (Kathy Walker)
Genete Amare (Gill Honeyman)
Laura Coyle (Victoria Roberts)
Maria Pilavaki (Deborah Piccos)
Mark Chaloner (Rachel Chan)
Nancy Biggs (Deborah Piccos)
Tom Wilson (Sharon Segal KC)

The ALC’s constitution permits election of Executive Committee Members through a
simply majority ballot at an AGM or through a postal/email ballot – we have determined
that this year, election will be through in-person ballot at this AGM. Neither method of
election has kept pace with technological advances and both are imperfect/pose
difficulties. The constitution was last reviewed some time ago, and the chairing team
intend to review the constitution early in 2026 - more on this tomorrow in the Co-Chair’s
report.

The candidates’ applications were circulated by emailed web-link to the Association’s
membership for consideration. We invite you all to complete your ballot forms and post
them in the boxes provided at the end of this AGM. The two candidates with the highest
and second highest number of votes cast will stand elected to the Executive Committee.
We will announce the successful candidates during the course of the Conference.

4(b) Re-election of existing committee members
The terms of two other existing committee members – Forum Shah and Ruth Hetherington come to an end this year and the executive committee propose that they are re-elected to the committee for a further three years.

Approved

4(c) Nomination of  Honorary Lifetime Vice - Presidents (HVLP):
· Somia Siddiq
With grateful thanks for your contribution. Somia’s hard work and dedication to the Association has gone above and beyond. It has been greatly appreciated by us all.

Approved


5. To consider the accounts of the Association and decide subscription levels for members


The Executive Committee proposed no change to membership subscription fees for 2026 which was approved.
The Association has not changed Subscription Levels for some years,and bearing in mind the extreme financial pressure on our membership and the family law profession this year due to the Legal
Aid Agency cyber attack and outage, the Chairing Team has decided not to increase conference fees this year to fully absorb our rising costs.

A summary of the Association’s accounts were presented to the meeting.  The Association is solvent. There were no questions and the accounts were accepted as presented.



6. To consider motions and any other business proposed and seconded by two full members and notified to the secretary prior to the AGM

None.

7. To consider any matter of an urgent nature

None.
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