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PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

 
The Association of Lawyers for Children welcomed the announcement of the inquiry into 

the death of Baby P following the conviction of three people implicated in his death. “This 

case demonstrates once again the level of difficulty facing professionals who have to make 

decisions concerning the welfare of children” said Barbara Hopkin, ALC Press Officer, 

today, “After assertions that social workers take too many children away from their parents 

this case shows the other side of the picture, and with the benefit of hindsight it seems 

inexplicable that this child was left in a household where doctors had concluded that injuries 

had been inflicted on him on more than one occasion.  The ALC works to promote the rights 

and interests of children within the legal system and we are concerned that now the fees for 

taking care proceedings have been increased from £150 to £4000 local authorities may be 

even more reluctant to take court action - with the inevitable implication that more 

vulnerable children will be put at risk.”  

 

There has been a drop in care proceedings issued of around 30% and a judicial review of the 

increase in fees brought by some local authorities and supported by the NSPCC was 

recently rejected by the courts.  “The role of the child’s solicitor has been seen as crucial in 

safeguarding children’s futures within care proceedings time and again, but outside of legal 

proceedings, the child has no legal champion and no voice.  

 

We urge government to reconsider this unfortunate burden on local authorities who are 

making decisions about whether to place children before the courts within a framework in 

which budgets are severely limited and where these will be yet further strained by the cost 

of just one set of proceedings.   Surely it is better for a child to have the benefit of court 

scrutiny – and an independent voice and champion  - if there are deficiencies in their 

parents’ care, than to risk the terrible suffering endured by this child and others like him”  
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Notes for Editors 
 

1. The ALC is a national association of lawyers working primarily in the area of public child care law. It has over 

1200 members, mainly lawyers who act for children, parents, other adult parties, or local authorities, as well 

as other legal practitioners and academics.   It also has associate members such as Children's Guardians, 

social workers and other professionals such as medical staff.   Its Executive Committee members are drawn 

from a wide range of experienced practitioners practising in different areas of England and Wales, including 

London, Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds, as well as in shire counties and small rural areas.   Several 

leading members are specialists who have over 20 years experience in child law, including local government 

legal services, and several hold judicial office. 

 

2. The Association exists to promote access to justice for children and young people within the legal system in 

England and Wales. Within that framework, its aim is to develop and improve the practice of lawyers in 

meeting the needs of children who become involved in legal processes by promoting standards of best 

practice and interdisciplinary training.  
 
3. Lord Carter’s Review of Legal Aid Procurement Legal Aid: A market-based approach to reform, July 2006 is 

available at: www.legalaidprocurementreview.gov.uk 

 

4. The Department for Constitutional Affairs/ Legal Services Commission Consultation Paper Legal Aid: a 

sustainable future, CP 13/06, July 2006, is available from: www.dca.gov.uk or www.legalservices.gov.uk  

 

5. A family legal aid contract is a contract between the Legal Services Commission and a firm of solicitors and 

can be taken as a broad indicator of the number of solicitor’s firms undertaking publicly funded family work. 

 

 
 


