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For Immediate Release 

 
The Association of Lawyers for Children issued a statement today 
following the announcement of proposals to allow the press in to family 
courts expressing their dismay that the careful responses prepared by 
their organisation and many others involved with children had been largely 
ignored. 
  
“ The interests of children involved in sensitive proceedings have been 
overlooked in the enthusiasm to demonstrate that the family justice system 
has nothing to hide,” said Caroline Little, Co-Chair of the ALC which 
works to promote the interests of children in the legal system.  The Family 
Justice Council has already denounced the proposals and they fail to put in 
place safeguards urged upon the government by many children's charities 
including the NSPCC and children who have experience of proceedings 
and who were consulted directly about the issue. 
  
“ This demonstrates a complete failure to appreciate what children 
themselves actually experience when they are involved in court 
proceedings or to comprehend how devastating any publicity would be for 
them on top of the trauma of the actual proceedings”.  Said Ms Little, “I 
have been representing children for over 25 years and for their classmates 
and friends to even know that they are the subject of proceedings can lead 
to bullying, victimisation and worse.  Allowing details of intimate and 
sensitive issues to be published could cause untold humiliation and misery.  
  
This is a most unexpected and unwelcome reversal of the sensible and 
child-centred decision taken by Lord Falconer in 2006 when he re-
thought the initial proposals having read the of responses of reputable 
children’s organisations and the children themselves.   There has been no 
new evidence to contradict the conclusions he reached to justify this latest 
change and we can only conclude the needs of children have been 
overridden in the interests of political expediency. 
  
We sincerely hope the government will reconsider this retrograde step that 
will cause real suffering to large numbers of children already facing 
upheaval and suffering in their lives”  
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Notes for Editors 
 
1. The ALC is a national association of lawyers working primarily in the area of public child care 

law.  It has over 1200 members, mainly lawyers who act for children, parents, other adult 

parties, or local authorities, as well as other legal practitioners and academics.   It also has 

associate members such as Children's Guardians, social workers and other professionals such 

as medical staff.   Its Executive Committee members are drawn from a wide range of 

experienced practitioners practising in different areas of England and Wales, including London, 

Birmingham, Manchester and Leeds, as well as in shire counties and small rural areas.   

Several leading members are specialists who have over 20 years experience in child law, 

including local government legal services, and several hold judicial office. 

 

2. The Association exists to promote access to justice for children and young people within the 

legal system in England and Wales. Within that framework, its aim is to develop and improve 

the practice of lawyers in meeting the needs of children who become involved in legal 

processes by promoting standards of best practice and interdisciplinary training.   


