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Nomination for the Outstanding Newcomer in the Field of Children Law 
 

 

I would like to nominate Emma Kendall, Solicitor at Warwickshire County Council as 

ALC’s outstanding newcomer. 

 

Emma is truly an exceptional young solicitor, dedicated to child protection.  Starting her 

training contract with Warwickshire County Council in November 2009, Emma undertook 

seats in the Local Authority’s Corporate legal team and the Community, Environment and 

Protection legal team before finally arriving for her final seat in the Young People’s Legal 

Service (YPLS) in January 2011. 

 

YPLS is a busy team of over 35 staff which deals with all of the child protection cases for 

Warwickshire and provides advice to the whole of Warwickshire County Council regarding 

children matters.  I suspect this is typical to most Local Authority child care departments, but 

tasks given to trainee solicitors are nearly always urgent and the training is largely “on the 

job”, so trainees within the team get a real flavour for life as a child protection solicitor right 

from the start! 

 

As part of YPLS’ management team, we very quickly felt confident that Emma was able 

attend Court to represent the Local Authority on these matters, which can of course involve 

some of the most complex and important litigation.  Emma proved that she could handle the 

challenges of representing the applicant in care proceedings and achieved positive outcomes 

for the Local Authority, leading to significant praise from the social work teams that she was 

receiving instructions from. Emma was very quickly performing at the level of a qualified 

solicitor, despite only having been a trainee in the team for several months. 

 

A locum solicitor left the Local Authority in July 2011 and in light of impressive feedback 

that Emma had received from social workers, colleagues, managers and peers in private 

practice, it was decided that Emma could take over this existing caseload of care proceedings 

(in both the County Court and Family Proceedings Court) under supervision, despite only 

having five months of child protection experience as a trainee. 

 

Emma’s enthusiasm for the law was not limited to her own personal knowledge and 

achievement; she has undertaken a number of training sessions for social workers and other 

professionals.  In July 2011 (as a trainee) Emma was called upon (with 5 minutes notice) to 

present a training session to social workers on the Care Planning Regulations because the 

solicitor who was due to undertake this was unexpectedly held up.  These regulations had 

only been in force for three months at this time, and I know several experienced solicitors 

who would have found this a terrifying experience, never mind a poor Local Authority 

trainee!  Emma handled this professionally and positive feedback was received for Emma’s 

presentation.  It was so successful that Emma presented training on the Care Planning 

Regulations to the rest of her team and very competently dealt with challenging questions 

posed to her by solicitors many years her senior. 

 

Emma has a particular interest in diversity issues; she currently is responsible for dealing 

with the County’s asylum legal queries and has dealt with a number of extremely complex 

cases involving judicial review proceedings (and threatened proceedings), age assessment 

litigation and advised in a complex case regarding an asylum seeking young person facing 

deportation for criminal offences in another EU country. 
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Emma has taken great personal interest in forced marriage legislation and research and has 

presented a series of training sessions in conjunction with Warwickshire’s Safeguarding 

Children Board (WSCB) to social workers across the County and officers of Warwickshire 

Police to raise awareness of forced marriage and female genital mutilation and make agencies 

aware of the legal remedies available.  Emma’s contribution was acknowledged and she was 

thanked in a report by Dr. Vic Tuck, (Development Manager of WSCB) that went to the 

Board recently. 

 

Emma recently dealt with care proceedings concerning three children and both she and the 

social work team were concerned about a 17 year old child of the family who was living in a 

neglectful situation.  Aware of the limits in light of this young person’s age, Emma 

researched different options and gave advice that a Wardship application should be made to 

ask that he be placed with a relative.  This legal solution was novel because as ALC members 

will be aware, Wardship is rarely used. This application led to Emma further considering 

Court of Protection remedies to ensure the vulnerable young person's welfare was protected. 

Emma conducted her own advocacy in the High Court in this matter.  

 

Emma often appears against senior counsel and is building up an excellent reputation as a 

Local Authority advocate. Emma has always expressed a preference to do her own advocacy 

wherever possible, even contested hearings, to ensure that the Local Authority benefits from 

consistency of representation. Emma has prepared hearings of up to three days in length and 

will gladly pick up hearings for her colleagues so that she is constantly developing her 

advocacy skills. Furthermore, Emma robustly manages her cases to avoid delay wherever 

possible and is very aware of the impact that non-purposeful delay can have upon children.  

 

Emma is keen to develop her interest in children's rights. In March she attended a 

presentation about this subject by Alistair MacDonald QC at the Solicitors in Local 

Government weekend school, Emma was inspired by this (and Alistair's book) and shared the 

knowledge that she had learned with the team upon her return. Emma also applied the case 

law that had been discussed into one of her own cases to the benefit of that child. The raw 

interest that Emma has in this area of law and the passion that she displays is  so great it is 

impossible to accurately quantify, but it is clear even at this early stage that Emma is one of 

the brightest stars in the future of the law relating to child. Emma is also an active committee 

member for the Solicitors in Local Government and devotes her own time to ensuring that 

Local Authority lawyers are represented within the legal profession. 

 

Emma continues to shine as a young solicitor and is both motivated and active in her desire to 

make a positive difference to the quality of life for children in Warwickshire.  For this I feel 

she should be awarded the accolade of Outstanding Newcomer. 

 

 

Supporting Testament 

 

This nomination is supported by members of Warwickshire Children’s Service. Please see the 

attached testimonial from Lorraine Harris, Practice Leader, Child Protection and Court Team 

who emphasises Emma’s abilities:  

 

Since joining Warwickshire's Legal Services Department Emma has represented Social 

Workers in the North Warwickshire team in a number of care proceedings.  I have always 
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found her to be very efficient and responsive, offering sound legal advice and acting upon our 

instructions.  The Social Workers in the team give very positive feedback with regard to the 

advice and support which Emma has provided when they have been required to write 

statements for court, and this has also aided their professional development and growth. 

 

At court Emma is a confident professional and I have been particularly impressed by her 

advocacy skills.  She has argued on submissions issues on a number of our cases and always 

comes well prepared with a well structured argument which she presents eloquently to the 

court. Likewise outside of the court room and at Advocates Meetings she confidently 

represents our views. She is very child focussed and works closely with Social Workers to 

prevent delay for children.   

 

Emma's professional advice and knowledge has been particularly appreciated in respect of 

one particular young person.  He was barely two months off his seventeenth birthday when 

proceedings were issued in respect of his siblings.  Due to his age he was not included in the 

application but concern continued to be high with regard to his on-going situation as he was 

deemed to be a very vulnerable young man.  Emma was tireless in researching what could be 

done to safeguard this young person, identifying that wardship would be the best option.  As 

a result the outcome for this young person has been very positive.  During the course of the 

wardship proceedings Emma attended High Court and on one occasion advocated on behalf 

of the local authority. The high degree of her professionalism was acknowledged by all 

parties.   

 

Emma is held in extremely high regard in North Warwickshire and I am always pleased to 

hear when she is allocated to one of our cases as we can be confident that she will do a good 

job.   


